PROVERBS: GOD'S HANDBOOK FOR HIS IMAGE BEARERS
Seven Things God Hates: The Last Three
Proverbs 6:16–19
Review
	1. The author of Proverbs is Solomon
1. Solomon’s father was David and his mother was Bathsheba
1. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.
1. In chapter 1, Wisdom is described as pursuing us, but in chapter 2, we are instructed to pursue wisdom
1. True or False - Solomon indicates that wisdom is easy to attain?  False
1. In chapter four, Solomon told his son to guard his heart
1. In chapter six, Solomon names seven things God hates and calls them an abomination.



Seven Things God Hates
	Proverbs 6:16–19
16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:
17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,
18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,
19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.



The Last Three
This lesson looks at the last three sins from this list
1. Feet that be swift in running to mischief
1. A False witness that speaketh lies,
1. A person who soweth discord among the brethren

#5-Swift to mischief
	Swift - the word describes a quickness, speed; such as moving a great distance over a short period of time.
Mischief - the word describes what is harmful, hurtful, or injurious, especially to someone.



Solomon is describing the person who is quick to do harm or injure someone.
Swift to mischief
This is the person who is constantly on standby, waiting for an opportunity to do harm to someone.
1. This can be in a family or social situation
1. Or it may be connected to a political party
1. But most importantly the swift feet may be members of a church body.

Feet that run toward harm follow a heart that plans it. Chapter four shows where the guarding begins.
Practical Steps To Guard Your Heart
Realize It
Recognize the emotions, feelings, or thoughts that need to be shutdown before they turn into an action.
	Proverbs 4:23
23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.



Reject It
Refuse to nurture or entertain feelings, thoughts, or emotions of harming another person.
	Romans 13:14
14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.



	Proverbs 4:14–15
14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men.
15 Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.



	Solomon used strong language to emphasize the need to avoid the way of the wicked at all cost. (make every effort).



Replace It
The human nature will not avoid what is evil unless it replaces it with what is good. The action of replacing something bad with something good gives us something to keep our minds and hands busy with what is good.
	Romans 12:9
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.



	Consider how a recovering alcoholic calls on a sobriety sponsor, and/or attends an AA meeting when they are feeling the urge to drink. - This practical step works for the Christian who is tempted to sin but wants to image God instead.



	Romans 6:13
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.



	As you resist doing the sin, you must also yield yourself to righteous actions.



The sixth sin moves from the feet to the witness.
#6-A false witness that speaketh lies
	Witness - is a person who testifies to facts they personally saw or heard.



The word is closely attached to a legal setting where the testimony of the witness will influence the justice system and the people involved.
Jesus is identified as the “faithful witness” Revelation 1:5
	Revelation 1:5
5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,



This is different from a lying tongue because it specifically deals with a lie that prevents the guilty party from being punished, or it condemns the innocent.
A person can be a false witness by refusing to speak up and share what they seen or heard.
This also can be done outside of the courtroom or judicial system. We must avoid being a false witness within the family, social setting or workplace.
The seventh sin closes the list and receives special attention.
#7 - Sowing Discord Among Brethren
	Sowing - to send out, send forth, or spread
Discord - strife, contention, disputes, quarrels
Brethren - relatives or joined by close relation



Remember that Solomon named six things God hates then this seventh gets special attention.
This particular sin appears to invoke a stronger sense of hate than the other six; which does not diminish them as much as it elevates this one.
God and His word promote unity
	Psalm 133:1
1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!



Jesus prayed for the unity of the church body. John 17:20-23
	John 17:20–23
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word;
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.
22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:
23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.



The Holy Spirit is binding us in unity Eph 4:1-3
	Ephesians 4:1–3
1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,
2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.



We are instructed to make every effort to maintain unity
	Romans 12:18
18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.



	Romans 14:19
19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.



Satan sowed discord in Heaven and launched a rebellion against God.
Satan made Eve think God was not looking out for her best interest. Now we live in a sin-cursed world. Jesus had to come die on the cross and take the wrath of God for our sin.
	Discord images Satan and his kingdom
	Peacemaking Images God and His Kingdom



	Matthew 5:9
9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.



How do we actively avoid this sin?
Refuse to listen to gossip
	Proverbs 26:20
20 Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth.



	Proverbs 17:4
4 A wicked doer giveth heed to false lips; and a liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue.



Refuse share gossip
	Proverbs 11:13
13 A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matter.



	Proverbs 17:9
9 He that covereth a transgression seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends.



	Ephesians 4:29
29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.



Reach out to a person who you are angry at
	Matthew 18:15
15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.



	Proverbs 18:17
17 He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbour cometh and searcheth him.



	Proverbs 18:17 is particularly valuable. The first account of a disagreement may sound entirely convincing until the other person has an opportunity to explain what happened.



Reject Angry Emotions
	James 1:19
19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:



	John 7:51
51 Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth?



Conclusion
We are created in the image and after the likeness of God.
We must make every effort to image Him in our character and conduct.

