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Lesson 14


	PROPOSITION
God forms His image bearers through instruction and correction, so we must remain trainable under the loving hand of our Father.



	Review



What nickname have we given the book of Proverbs?
God's Handbook for His Image Bearers.
God created human beings in His image.
Sin has affected how we think, what we desire, the choices we make, the words we speak, and the way we treat others.
Proverbs teaches us the wisdom we need to live as God designed His image bearers to live.
In the previous lesson, we studied Proverbs 3:9–10:
	Proverbs 3:9–10 (KJV)
9 Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.



What was the message of those verses?
Make God the priority of life.
To honor the LORD is to assign great weight and value to Him.
We demonstrate that honor by giving Him first place in what He has entrusted to us.
The firstfruits were the first and best portion of the harvest.
They showed that the LORD came before the security of a completed harvest.
Solomon then described God's ordinary pattern of blessing:
"So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine." God honors those who honor Him.
Solomon now concludes this section with two verses that may initially seem to change the subject.
	Proverbs 3:11–12 (KJV)
11 My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: 12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.



What do barns and firstfruits have to do with chastening and correction?
Why would Solomon conclude a section about trusting and honoring the LORD by telling his son how to receive correction?
To answer that question, we must see what Solomon has been doing throughout Proverbs 3:1–12.
	The Six Units of Proverbs 3:1–12



Proverbs 3:1–12 contains six two-verse units.
Each unit begins with an instruction.
The first five instructions are followed by a stated benefit.
Solomon has described long life, peace, favor, direction, health, and provision.
The son could hear those promises and assume that trusting the LORD would always be easy and immediately rewarding.
Solomon will not allow his son to develop that shallow understanding of God.
The LORD provides, and the LORD also corrects.
Both are expressions of His faithful involvement in the lives of His people.
The son must trust the LORD when his barns are full.
He must also trust the LORD when he is being corrected.
He must not allow his own understanding to decide that everything enjoyable is good and anything or anyone that corrects him is bad, or against him.
	Instruction That Forms a Person



The word translated "chastening" is the Hebrew word musar.
The word can describe instruction, training, discipline, warning, reproof, and correction.
Its purpose is formation.
Musar is not introduced for the first time in Proverbs 3. It appears in the book's opening statement of purpose.
	Proverbs 1:2–3 (KJV)
2 To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding; 3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity;



Why was the book of Proverbs given?
It was given so that people could know wisdom and receive instruction.
From the beginning, Proverbs has presented wisdom as something that forms a person.
It teaches us to
1. think wisely,
1. desire what is right,
1. make righteous choices,
1. speak truthfully,
1. work diligently, and
1. walk in the fear of the LORD.

Proverbs 1:2 — Know instruction   Proverbs 1:3 — Receive instruction   Proverbs 1:7 — Fools despise instruction   Proverbs 1:8 — Hear your father's instruction   Proverbs 3:11 — Do not despise the LORD's instruction
Notice the warning in Proverbs 1:7:
	Proverbs 1:7 (KJV)
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.



What distinguishes the fool?
The fool despises the instruction he needs.
The problem is not that instruction is unavailable.
The fool assigns little value to it.
He does not believe he needs it, does not want it interfering with his choices, and refuses to allow it to change him.
The next verse addresses the son:
	Proverbs 1:8 (KJV)
8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:



Solomon's son must make a choice.
He can despise instruction like a fool, or he can hear it and be formed by it.
That same choice returns in Proverbs 3:11, but now Solomon identifies the highest source of instruction:
"Despise not the chastening of the LORD."
Solomon is instructing his son, but the LORD is also at work.
Through instruction and correction, God is forming the son into the wise man He intends him to become.
	Wisdom Is Worth Pursuing



Chapter 2 showed the effort involved in seeking wisdom.
	Proverbs 2:1–4 (KJV)
1 My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; 2 So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; 3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; 4 If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;



Look at the actions Solomon requires.
1. Receive my words.
1. Hide my commandments.
1. Incline your ear.
1. Apply your heart.
1. Cry after knowledge.
1. Lift up your voice.
1. Seek wisdom as silver.
1. Search for her as hidden treasure.

Wisdom does not develop a person who will not receive it.
Solomon's son must listen carefully, treasure what he hears, apply his heart, and search diligently.
Why would anyone work that hard?
Because wisdom is worth it.
Proverbs 2:5 describes the result:
	Proverbs 2:5 (KJV)
5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God.



The son will discover that wisdom is not merely information.
1. It enters his heart,
1. changes his desires,
1. develops his judgment,
1. protects him from evil, and
1. directs the path of his life.

If wisdom is worth digging for, searching for, and pursuing, it is also worth being corrected for.
Proverbs 3:11–12 introduces another part of seeking wisdom.
We must not only receive instruction that interests us.
We must receive instruction that corrects us.
Wisdom will eventually confront something in us that must change.
The son may enjoy learning until the instruction exposes his pride.
He may enjoy wisdom until wisdom contradicts his desires.
He may appreciate his father's teaching until it interferes with what he has already decided to do.
At that moment, he must decide whether he truly wants wisdom or merely wants information that agrees with him.
	Do Not Despise the LORD's Instruction



Solomon names two responses that will prevent his son from being formed by the LORD.
The first is contempt: "Despise not the chastening of the LORD."
To despise something is to treat it as having little value.
Solomon has already used this idea in Proverbs 1:7: "Fools despise wisdom and instruction."
The fool may hear correction, but he gives it no weight.
He says, "That does not apply to me."
He searches for a reason to dismiss it.
Instead of examining himself, he criticizes the person who corrected him.
He protects his present way of thinking because changing would require humility.
Solomon has already warned his son about this danger:
	Proverbs 3:5 (KJV)
5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.



	Proverbs 3:7 (KJV)
7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.



The voice of the son's own understanding will not disappear when correction comes. It will defend itself.
Our own understanding says,
1. "I already know."
1. "I have a good reason."
1. "The real problem is someone else."
1. "I do not need to change."

Solomon answers that voice: "Despise not the chastening of the LORD."
If the LORD is forming us through His instruction, then His correction deserves our attention.
We must stop, listen, examine ourselves, and allow His wisdom to expose what our own understanding cannot see.
	Do Not Resent the LORD's Correction



The second response is resentment: "Neither be weary of his correction."
The word translated "be weary" communicates the idea of loathing or resenting something.
Solomon understands that his son may become tired of being corrected.
He may begin to dread any instruction that exposes something wrong in him.
Correction is not always easy to receive.
It confronts our pride.
It requires us to admit that our thinking, attitude, words, or conduct must change.
The son may begin to resent the instruction precisely because the instruction is doing the work he needs.
The fool despises, hates, and refuses correction. The wise person hears, receives, and keeps correction.
Proverbs returns to these responses throughout the book.
	Proverbs 10:17 (KJV)
17 He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth.



Both people receive some form of instruction. One keeps it and remains in the way of life. The other refuses it and goes astray.
	Proverbs 12:1 (KJV)
1 Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that hateth reproof is brutish.



A person cannot truthfully say that he loves knowledge while hating everything that corrects him.
Love for wisdom includes a willingness to be corrected by wisdom.
	Proverbs 15:31–32 (KJV)
31 The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the wise. 32 He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul: but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding.



Solomon does not describe wisdom as reaching the point where no one can teach us anything.
The wise remain wise by continuing to hear.
The question is not, "Have I already received instruction?" The question is, "Am I still pursuing Wisdom?"
	The Correction of a Loving Father



Verse 12 gives the son the reason he must not despise or resent the LORD's correction:
	Proverbs 3:12 (KJV)
12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.



Why does the LORD correct?
Because He loves.
Solomon uses the relationship between a father and son to explain the LORD's work.
A loving father sees more than what his son is at the present moment.
He is concerned about the man his son is becoming.
He teaches, warns, corrects, and trains because his son's character and future matter to him.
The verse also says that the father delights in the son.
Correction does not mean that the son has become less valued by the father
The father corrects a son in whom he delights.
This changes how the son must interpret the correction.
He must not see it as evidence that the LORD does not love him
The correction demonstrates that the LORD is actively involved in forming him.
The LORD loves His son. The LORD delights in His son. The LORD corrects His son. The LORD forms His son in wisdom.
The Father's love is not the reward the son earns by accepting correction.
The Father's love is the reason He gives the correction.
The son receives it because he trusts the character and purpose of the Father who loves him.
	Remain Trainable



What does Proverbs 3:11–12 require from us?
We must be and remain trainable.
Remaining trainable begins with God's Word.
We do not read the Bible merely to collect facts or confirm what we already believe.
We place ourselves under its authority.
When Scripture exposes sin, corrects our thinking, or commands a change, wisdom receives that instruction.
A trainable person asks, "What does God's Word say?"
He then allows the answer to govern what he believes and how he lives.
Remaining trainable also affects how we receive correction from other people.
God may use a pastor, teacher, spouse, parent, employer, or faithful Christian friend to show us something we have failed to see.
Our first impulse may be to defend ourselves.
We explain our intentions, point out the other person's failures, or search for some weakness in the correction.
A trainable person learns to listen before answering.
He asks whether the correction agrees with Scripture and whether there is something he needs to confess and change.
Remaining trainable means learning from consequences.
Foolish choices often produce consequences that reveal the weakness of our understanding.
We can blame circumstances and repeat the same pattern, or we can receive the warning and become wiser.
Remaining trainable requires humility as we grow older.
Age and experience should increase wisdom, but they can also make us resistant to instruction.
We may begin to think that because we have lived longer, served longer, or studied more, correction is for someone else.
	Proverbs 19:20 (KJV)
20 Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayest be wise in thy latter end.



Solomon expects a person to continue receiving instruction so that he may become wise in the years ahead.
We never outgrow our need to be taught by God.
	Personal Examination



Consider the following questions honestly.
1. When God's Word contradicts something you believe, do you submit your understanding to Scripture, or do you search for a way around what it says?
1. When someone corrects you, is your first response to listen or to defend yourself?
1. Do the people closest to you believe they can speak honestly to you?
1. When consequences reveal a foolish pattern, do you learn from them or repeat the same decisions?
1. Can you remember the last time you admitted that you were wrong and made a definite change?
1. Are you still searching for wisdom with the determination Solomon described in Proverbs 2?
1. Do you truly want God's wisdom, or do you only want instruction that does not require you to change?

	REVIEW



Proverbs is God's handbook for His image bearers.
Chapter 1 introduced the instruction that produces wisdom.
Chapter 2 taught the son to pursue wisdom as silver and search for it as hidden treasure.
Proverbs 3 showed him how wisdom trusts the LORD, rejects self-reliance, departs from evil, and honors God.
Solomon then concluded the section by addressing the response that could prevent all this instruction from forming his son.
The son could despise the LORD's discipline or become resentful of His correction.
Solomon told him to interpret that correction through the Father's love.
The LORD corrects those He loves.
He trains the son in whom He delights.
Wisdom is worth seeking, and it is worth being corrected for.
God forms His image bearers through instruction and correction, so we must remain trainable under the loving hand of our Father.
	FINAL STATEMENT
If wisdom is worth searching for, it is worth being corrected for. Remain trainable under the hand of the Father who loves you and is forming you in wisdom.
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