Establishing A Prayer Legacy
Lesson 3 — Identity: Becoming Known as a Person of Prayer
Review
In Lesson 1, we learned that Jesus established a prayer legacy by exposing His disciples to His prayer life.
· The disciples observed Jesus withdrawing to pray.
· They noticed His prayer rhythm.
· They saw Him pray before important events, decisions, and needs.
· His prayer life was visible and consistent.
Because they were exposed to His prayer life, they became interested in prayer themselves and eventually asked, “Lord, teach us to pray.”
We learned that the first step of establishing a prayer legacy is Initiation.
· People become aware that prayer is part of our life.
We challenged ourselves to let others know we pray and to expose those around us to our prayer life.
In Lesson 2, we learned that Jesus moved from Initiation to Influence.
· Jesus did more than allow His disciples to observe His prayer life. He invited them into it.
· In the Garden of Gethsemane, He asked Peter, James, and John to watch and pray with Him.
· Jesus shared His burden and invited others to participate in prayer.
We also learned that the Apostle Paul followed the same pattern by asking churches to pray for him and by involving others in his prayer ministry.
We discovered two ways to influence someone’s faith through prayer:
· Praying with others when they need support.
· Inviting others to pray with us when we need support.
Through repeated participation in prayer, people experience our prayer life touching their life. This is how influence is created and how a prayer legacy begins to grow.
In this lesson we examine the third stage of a prayer legacy: Identity.

From Initiation to Influence, from Influence to Identity
Initiation is when others know you pray. Influence is when others pray with you. Identity is when prayer has become part of your reputation — it is what people associate with you, it is part of how they know you.
The word identity means the characteristics that define who a person is. When prayer becomes part of your identity, it is part of who you are. People who know you, know you pray. It is woven into your reputation the same way a person can be known for their generosity, their honesty, or their work ethic. Prayer is simply part of how people know you.
And when that happens naturally over time, people seek you out because of it. When people need prayer — for any reason — your name comes to mind. When they want someone to pray, your name comes to mind. And when they talk of your life, they mention your prayer life.
· Initiation — they know you pray
· Influence — they pray with you
· Identity — prayer has become part of who you are

Jesus – Our Model
Jesus is our model for what it looks like when prayer becomes your identity.
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John each wrote to answer the same question: Who is Jesus? They described His teachings, His miracles, His compassion, His authority, His relationships, and His mission. Yet all four Gospel writers also included His prayer life as part of that description.
Mark shows Jesus rising before dawn to pray after a demanding day of ministry (Mark 1:35). Matthew records Jesus dismissing the crowds and going up a mountain alone to pray (Matthew 14:23). Luke repeatedly shows Jesus withdrawing to pray and spending entire nights in prayer before important moments in His ministry (Luke 5:16; 6:12). John preserves Jesus’ prayer in John 17, where He intercedes for His disciples and for future believers.
These details are important because the Gospel writers were not writing a book about prayer. They were writing a book about Jesus. Yet when they described who He was, prayer continually appeared in the story. Prayer was woven into His life so thoroughly that people could not tell His story without mentioning it.
The disciples recognized this as well. After watching Jesus, they came to Him and said, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). When they wanted to learn about prayer, Jesus was the person who came to mind. His reputation and His prayer life were inseparable.
That is identity.
Prayer had become such a defining characteristic of Jesus that it was part of how others knew Him. Since Jesus is our model, that is what we are building toward. We are seeking a life so consistently marked by prayer that it becomes part of our reputation, part of our story, and part of how people know us.

Biblical Examples
Samuel
Samuel served Israel as a prophet, priest, and judge during the transition from the period of the judges to the monarchy. God used him to anoint both Saul and David as king. Throughout his ministry, Samuel became one of the most respected spiritual leaders in Israel.
From his youth, Samuel was devoted to the service of God. Hannah dedicated him to the LORD, and he grew up serving in the tabernacle under Eli. As Samuel matured, God spoke to him regularly, and his ministry became a vital connection between the people and God.
One of the clearest characteristics of Samuel’s ministry was intercessory prayer.
When Israel faced the threat of the Philistines, the people came to Samuel and said, “Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God for us” (1 Samuel 7:8). They did not simply ask for military advice. They asked Samuel to pray. When they thought about someone who could stand before God on their behalf, Samuel came to mind.
Years later, after Israel had requested a king, Samuel made this statement: “God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you” (1 Samuel 12:23).
Samuel viewed prayer as an essential part of his responsibility before God. The people expected Samuel to pray for them because that was what Samuel was known for. Samuel expected himself to pray for them because he believed it was part of his calling.
Prayer had become part of Samuel’s identity.
When Israel needed someone to intercede, they came to Samuel. When Samuel thought about his responsibility to God’s people, prayer was a priority. His reputation, his ministry, and his prayer life had become inseparable.
That is the third stage of a prayer legacy. Prayer has moved beyond a religious practice to a consistent part of our identity.

Epaphras
Epaphras is mentioned only a few times in the New Testament, but those references reveal a great deal about his character. He was from Colossae, served alongside Paul, and was deeply invested in the spiritual growth of the church.
In Colossians 4:12 Paul writes: “Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.”
The word “labouring” describes intense effort. It was used of athletes competing and struggling with all their strength. Paul paints the picture of a man who consistently carried the needs of God’s people before the throne of God. Epaphras did not offer occasional prayers on behalf of the church. He wrestled in prayer. He exerted himself in prayer. He carried a burden for the spiritual growth of God’s people.
Notice how Paul describes him.
Paul wanted the church at Colossae to know that Epaphras was still fighting for them, even while separated from them. The characteristic Paul chose to highlight was a man who was always laboring fervently in prayer for others.
The believers at Colossae knew this about Epaphras. Paul knew this about Epaphras. He had developed a reputation as someone who wrestled before God on behalf of others. When people thought about Epaphras, they thought about a man who exhausted himself in prayer for their spiritual growth.
That is identity.
Prayer had become part of how people knew him. His ministry, his reputation, and his intercession had become inseparable. When Paul described Epaphras, one of the first characteristics that came to mind was a man who prayed relentlessly.

What Identity Looks Like in My Life
When prayer becomes part of our identity, we begin helping others carry their burdens before God. Galatians 6:2 commands believers, “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” One of the most practical ways we obey that command is through intercessory prayer. We bring the struggles, needs, concerns, and spiritual battles of others before the Lord.
This is what we saw in Jesus, Samuel, and Epaphras. People came to them because they knew they would take their burdens to God. Prayer had become such a consistent part of their lives that others associated them with intercession.
Scripture repeatedly calls us to this ministry. James 5:16 says, “Pray one for another.” Paul instructed believers in Ephesians 6:18 to pray “for all saints.” In 1 Samuel 12:23, Samuel considered it a sin to cease praying for God’s people. Throughout Scripture, God’s people are encouraged to carry one another before the throne of grace.
This is the kind of identity we should desire to develop. We should desire to become people that family members, church members, friends, and coworkers can approach with confidence, knowing we will faithfully pray for them. We should desire to become people who can be trusted with the burdens and spiritual needs of others.
That identity is built over time. As we practice the lessons of Initiation and Influence, prayer becomes a regular part of our relationship with God and our ministry to others. Eventually people begin coming to us because they know we will pray. They know we will continue praying. They know we will carry their request before God.
At that point, prayer is no longer simply something we do. Prayer has become part of our identity.

This Week’s Challenge
Take a few minutes this week to think about how people know you. Every one of us has an identity. People associate us with certain interests, habits, strengths, and characteristics. Some people are known for sports. Some are known for cars, food, music, or hobbies. Others are known for their kindness, generosity, wisdom, or service. None of those things develop overnight. They become part of our identity because they consistently appear in our lives.
The same is true of a prayer legacy. Prayer does not become part of our identity by accident. It becomes part of our identity because we intentionally practice the first two stages of a prayer legacy. We take the initiative to pray. We make prayer a regular part of our relationship with God. We use prayer to influence others by praying with them, praying for them, and carrying their burdens before God. As those habits become a consistent part of our lives, they begin shaping our reputation.
This week, think about the identity you are building. Consider the characteristics people would most likely associate with your life today. Then ask God to help you be more intentional in the areas of Initiation and Influence. As you consistently take the initiative to pray and faithfully carry the needs of others before God, you are laying the foundation for Identity. Over time, prayer becomes more than something you do. It becomes part of how people know you, and part of the legacy you leave behind.

Coming Up
Over the past three lessons, we have studied Initiation, Influence, and Identity. We learned how a prayer life begins, how it impacts others, and how it becomes part of our reputation.
Next week, we will examine the Legacy stage itself. We will define what a legacy is and explore what it means for others to continue practicing what we faithfully lived out before them. We will discover how a prayer legacy extends beyond our own life and continues influencing future generations.
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