Five-Day Devotional –  August 10 – 14, 2026

Monday — When You Cannot See the Whole Path
“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” —Proverbs 3:5–6
John and Jane Christian remained at church after the anniversary service. In the fellowship hall, they studied photographs of the rented building, the first acre of land, and the unfinished church building. “It is hard to believe they made those decisions without knowing how everything would work out,” Jane said. “They could not see twenty-seven years into the future,” John replied. “They could only take the next step.” On the drive home, John grew quiet. He had been delaying a difficult conversation. He knew what Scripture required him to do, but he wanted some assurance that the other person would respond well. Jane understood his concern. “Maybe trusting God does not mean He shows us the entire path. Maybe it means we obey Him on the part He has already made clear.”
What Scripture Says
To trust in the Lord with all our heart is to depend upon God’s wisdom instead of treating our own judgment as final. We cannot see every consequence, anticipate every difficulty, or control what other people will do. God sees what we cannot see and knows what we do not know. Acknowledging God in all our ways means more than mentioning Him in our plans. We submit every part of life to His authority. We listen to Scripture, seek Him in prayer, and obey what He has made clear. When Shining Light Baptist Church decided to continue in 1999, the members did not know where they would meet permanently, how their expenses would be paid, or whether the church would survive. They did not possess a detailed plan for the next twenty-seven years. They knew they needed to seek God and follow His direction. We sometimes reverse that order. We want God to show us the outcome before we obey. We want proof that the conversation will go well before we speak truth. We want certainty that every need will be met before we give. We want assurance that we will not be rejected before we identify ourselves with Christ. Trusting God does not mean that every impression comes from Him. His written Word must govern our decisions. We should seek godly counsel and examine our motives. Once Scripture has made our responsibility clear, uncertainty about the outcome is not a reason to disobey.
What act of obedience have you delayed because you cannot see what will happen afterward? Perhaps you need to admit a wrong, make restitution, forgive someone, begin serving, or speak openly about Christ. Name the responsibility instead of hiding it beneath a general request for guidance. Confess your fear to God, ask Him for wisdom, and do what He has made clear. You can trust Him with the part of the path you cannot see.
Tuesday — Faithfulness in an Ordinary Step
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.” —2 Corinthians 5:7
At supper, Ben asked about the anniversary service. “What was the biggest miracle? Was it the money for the building or getting the additional land?” John considered the question. “Those were remarkable answers to prayer, but none of them happened all at once. The church kept taking one step after another.”
Jane added, “People prayed, gave, served, purchased Bibles, and ministered at the detention home. Some of those steps probably did not feel dramatic at the time.” “So faith can look ordinary?” Ben asked. “Most days, it does,” Jane replied.
The conversation made John examine his own life. He wanted God to give him a great opportunity to serve, but he had not called the church member who needed encouragement. He wanted his family to become spiritually stronger, but he frequently allowed other activities to crowd out prayer and Scripture at home. Perhaps his next step was not difficult to identify. He simply needed to do what God had already placed in front of him.
What Scripture Says
Walking describes a continuing way of life. A walk consists of individual steps, and a life of faith consists of repeated acts of trust and obedience.
In its context, 2 Corinthians 5 teaches believers to live in light of what God has promised beyond this present life. We do not yet see everything God has prepared for us. Our bodies are weak, circumstances change, and death remains a reality. Nevertheless, we live with confidence because God has given us His promises and the Holy Spirit. Walking by faith does not mean ignoring facts or making careless choices. It means that what God has said is more dependable than what we presently see. Circumstances may tell us that obedience will accomplish nothing. Fear may tell us to remain silent. Immediate comfort may appear more valuable than eternal reward. Faith listens to God instead of allowing those appearances to control us. This faith is usually expressed through ordinary obedience. We tell the truth when lying would be easier. We forgive someone who has sinned against us. We pray for someone who shows no sign of changing. We share the gospel even though we cannot produce repentance and faith in another person’s heart.
Shining Light’s history was built through many such steps. Before there was a completed building, people continued praying, giving, ministering, and obeying. The case of Bibles purchased each month and the weekly visits to young people in detention were ordinary commitments through which people heard the gospel. Do not dismiss today’s responsibility because it appears small. Identify one clear act of obedience that you have neglected. Put it on your schedule, remove the excuse you normally use, and complete it today as an expression of faith in God.

Wednesday — When a Door Closes
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” —Hebrews 11:1
Jane received disappointing news. She had prayed about an opportunity and believed it would allow her to help someone she loved. Now the opportunity had disappeared. “I thought this was the answer,” she told John. “Everything seemed to be moving in the right direction.” John listened without offering an easy explanation. “I know God has not changed,” Jane continued, “but this closed door makes it difficult to understand what He is doing.” “That may be one reason we need to remember what He has already done,” John replied. “It does not tell us exactly what He will do next, but it reminds us that He is still trustworthy.”
Jane remembered the anniversary service. The church had considered several properties that did not work out. A bank had also refused its request for a building loan. Those closed doors were discouraging, but they did not mean that God had abandoned His people. Remembering God’s faithfulness did not explain Jane’s disappointment. It gave her a reason to continue obeying while she waited.
What Scripture Says
Hebrews 11 does not describe faith as confidence that everything we desire will happen. Faith rests upon God and what He has revealed. The people named in the chapter acted because they believed God was faithful, even when they could not see the fulfillment of His promises. Some experienced remarkable victories. Others endured rejection, imprisonment, loss, and death. Both groups trusted God. Faithfulness does not always produce an immediate result that we recognize as success. A closed door does not prove that God has failed. It reminds us that our knowledge is limited. We see one moment; God knows the entire purpose He is accomplishing. We should not automatically assume that every plan we make came from God. Our desires can be mistaken. God may correct our plans or expose a selfish motive. He may teach us to wait. Sometimes faithful obedience leads through suffering rather than around it. When a door closes, bring your disappointment honestly to God. Examine your desire in light of Scripture. Ask whether there is any sin to confess, responsibility to fulfill, or wise counsel to seek. Refuse to manipulate circumstances or force another person to give you the answer you want. Do not punish your family with anger because your plan failed. Waiting upon God includes controlling your words, fulfilling your present duties, and treating other people with love while you remain disappointed. Then continue doing what God has clearly commanded.
Faith can continue without knowing the explanation because faith knows the character of God. You may not understand what God is doing today, but you have not lost your reason to trust Him.
Thursday — Remember What God Has Done
“I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I will remember thy wonders of old. I will meditate also of all thy work, and talk of thy doings.” —Psalm 77:11–12
While cleaning after supper, Beth found an old notebook in a kitchen drawer. Several pages contained prayer requests Jane had written years earlier. “Did God answer these?” Beth asked. Jane began reading. Some prayers had been answered as requested. God had answered others in unexpected ways. A few concerned painful situations that had not ended as the family hoped. Yet God had sustained them, corrected them, and kept them through every situation.
“I cannot believe I had forgotten some of these,” Jane said. John looked over her shoulder. “We often remember the problem in front of us more clearly than the faithfulness behind us.” They talked with Beth about the ways God had provided for their family, used Scripture to correct them, and carried them through difficulty. The conversation did not remove their present burdens. It reminded them that the God they needed today was the same God who had been faithful yesterday.
What Scripture Says
Psalm 77 begins with distress. The writer cries to God, but his trouble is so great that he struggles to receive comfort. He even wonders whether God’s mercy and promises have failed. The turning point comes when he deliberately remembers God’s works. He recalls how God redeemed His people and led them when they could not see the path. Remembering does not deny his pain. It places his pain within the larger truth of God’s faithfulness. The history of SLBC gives us reasons to remember. God preserved a small congregation, provided property, supplied a building, sustained gospel ministry, and met genuine needs. Those memories should produce more than gratitude for the past. They should strengthen present obedience. A church can celebrate the faith of an earlier generation while refusing to trust God today. We properly honor past faithfulness when we practice present faithfulness. Set aside time to remember what God has done. Write down answers to prayer. Tell your children how God saved you through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. Speak about times when His Word exposed your sin, People prayed, or His provision met a need. Be honest about prayers that were not answered as you desired and remember how God sustained you. Then ask what those memories require of you now. Let answered prayer challenge present anxiety. Let remembered mercy make you patient with someone who is struggling. Let the testimony of people who served before you move you to accept your own responsibility in the church. The God who was faithful then is worthy of our trust and obedience today.


Friday — Faithfulness Must Face the Future
“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” —Ephesians 3:20–21
On Friday evening, John and Jane drove past the church. The building was quiet, but the sign beside the highway was visible from the road. “They paid the final land payment during the anniversary service,” Jane said. “After all those years, the church is debt-free.” “That is worth celebrating,” John answered. “But it raises another question.” “What question?” “What are we going to do with the opportunities God has given us?” They had spent the week remembering the church’s history. Now John understood that the story was not primarily about property, loans, or buildings. God had provided those things so the church could preach the gospel, teach Scripture, love people, and serve its community. The next chapter would not be written merely by admiring what eleven members decided in 1999. It would be written as the present church trusted and obeyed God. That included John and Jane. They began to pray that God would show them how they should participate in His work.
What Scripture Says
Ephesians 3:20 is sometimes used when God provides something greater than expected. Shining Light experienced such provision when one acre eventually became five and a half acres. We should thank God for every material need He has supplied. The verse’s primary setting, however, is Paul’s prayer for believers. Paul prayed that they would be strengthened by the Holy Spirit, that Christ would dwell in their hearts by faith, that they would comprehend Christ’s love, and that they would be filled with the fullness of God. Paul then declared that God can do far more than we ask or imagine through His power working within His people.
God’s greatest work is not acquiring property. It is forming a church that displays the character of Christ and makes the gospel known. Buildings, land, money, and freedom from debt matter because they can be used for His glory. Shining Light’s future requires the same fundamental response its members gave in 1999: seek God, trust Him, and obey the next step He makes clear. The circumstances will be different, but the responsibility remains. That responsibility belongs to every member. Pray for the church. Share the gospel with someone who needs salvation. Welcome someone who feels forgotten. Give faithfully. Serve where there is a need. Teach your children to follow Christ. We should celebrate twenty-seven years of God’s faithfulness. Then we must carry the lesson forward.. Write down the first action you will take and when you will take it. God has not called us merely to remember what He did through others. He has called us to trust and obey Him now.


1

